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The handsome French Second Empire house that stands 


at the southwest corner of Bank and Pinner Streets was 
constructed in 1891 for Mr. and Mrs. Nathan Lehman, 
prominent members of Suffolk’s Jewish community. 


The three story frame house originally had a porch across 
the front. Great attention was paid to detail such as beautiful 
flower embossed hinges and doorknobs. Originally a side hall 
house with double parlors, the house was modified 
significantly after the Woman’s Club purchased it in 1926. 
Walls were removed to make the hall and parlors one larger 
room. A one story addition was constructed as well. 


The house was the woman’s club building until around 
1980 when it was purchased by the Paulser family who began 
working toward returning it to its original form. The present 
owners Chris Conrad and Melissa Swing, purchased the house 
in 1997 and will open it on this year’s Candlelight Tour as a 
work in progress. 


See related articles that follow (Woman’s Club, First Jewish 
Wedding, Library, U.S.O.). 


THE SUFFOLK WOMAN’S CLUB 
The first section of the following article is an excerpt from an 
article written by Mrs. C. Lloyd Bell and Mrs. Simon Lawrence 
for the Suffolk News Herald in 1942. 


The Woman’s Club of Suffolk was organized on June 8th, 
1919, at a garden party held at the home of Mrs. John B. 
Pinner. The meeting was called by Mrs. Pinner for the purpose 
of combining all the social and study clubs of Suffolk into a 
Woman’s Club, so as to concentrate their efforts, and enlarge 
the scope of their activities in the community. 


The plan met with an enthusiastic response and the following 
officers were elected: President, Mrs. Lee Britt; Vice President; 
Mrs. John B. Pinner; Secretary, Mrs. W. B. Ferguson; Treasurer, 
Mrs. J. Wesley Chapman. A motto for the club was adopted: 
“United for Service.” The object of the club was declared to be: 
“to encourage the highest mental, moral and social development 
of its members and to cooperate in making the City of Suffolk 
an ideal city.” 


The Lehman House formally became the original Woman’s 
Club Home on May 12, 1926 with appropriate ceremonies. This 
was the fulfillment of the club’s slogan, “Success Crowns Labor.” 
With its location and identity firmly established, the Club was 
ready to get to work. 


For nearly 80 years the Woman’s Club has served our 
community. In the early years it brought renowned speakers to 
Suffolk, including Eleanor Roosevelt who spoke there in the 
thirties. The Club sponsored the Girl Scout movement, chaired 
by Mrs. Browrigg Sixon (the former Elizabeth Shoop) who had 
grown up on Bank Street. Suffolk’s first public library opened 
in the Woman’s Club building. During wartime, club members 
undertook various kinds of defense work. — 


The club enjoyed a large active membership through the 
1950s; but in the1960s and ‘70s membership began to decline 
as more and more women entered the work force. By 1979 
membership had dropped so drastically that it became necessary 
to sell the club home. The club continued to meet through some 
hard years as they struggled to find a new identity. The club’s 
membership has gradually grown to consist largely of women 
who have retired from the work force. 


Today the club contributes to five scholarships, some on the 
state level and some on the local level. They help to support 
Operation Smile, Meals on Wheels, the Nansemond Suffolk 
Rescue Squad, the American Cancer Society, the Geneve Shelter, 
the Alzheimer Foundation and the Suffolk Nansemond Historical 


Society. 


The Club raises most of the money it gives to these causes 
through the sale of Christmas ornaments. The handsome gold- 
plated omaments depict a different local landmark each year. 
This year’s omament celebrates the opening of the New Courts 
complex with depiction of the old Nansemond County 
Courthouse. Omaments will be available on tour day. 


SUFFOLK’S FIRST JEWISH WEDDING 


The following article appeared in an unnamed paper in 1902. 


At the home of Mr. and Mrs. N. Lehman, on Bank Street, the 
first Jewish wedding ever solemnized in Suffolk took place 
Wednesday, June 16, at 12:30 o’clock when Miss Esther 
Lehman, a sister of Mr. Lehman’s, was wed to Mr. Benjamin 
Selig, of Norfolk, Virginia. 


The house was handsomely decorated with palms, ferns and 
evergreens, the mantels being banked with smilax and magnolias. 
Atthe doors of the saloon parlors gracefully hung portieres of smilax 
and maiden hair. The whole scene presented a most pleasing effect 
under the glow of the electric lights, assisted by two candelabra 
hoary with the years of two centuries fitted with incandescent lights 
and arranged so as to do the most pleasing service. 


The marriage ceremony, according to the Jewish ritual, was 
performed by Dr. S. R. Cohen, of Ohef Sholom Temple, Norfolk, 
Virginia, and Miss Blanche Lehman presided at the piano and 
rendered the usual wedding marches. Little Bernice Mae 
Lehman, niece of the bride, was ring bearer. 


The bride was handsomely attired in white Crepe de chene 
and wore a sunburst of diamonds, the gift of the groom. 
The bridesmaid, Miss Stella Cohen, of Richmond, wore white 
mousseline de sol and diamonds. The ushers were: Messrs. Will 
Joel, of Richmond, Va. and [illegible] of Buena Vista, Va. 


The visitors present were: Misses Blanche Wasserman, Stella 
Frankfurt, Emma Hess, Carrie Strausberges, Nena Westheimer, 
Mrs. Frankfurt, Mr. and Mrs. N. Frankfurt and Mrs. J. [illegible] 
Mr. and Mrs. L. Wasserman, Mrs. I. Adler, Mr. J. Solomonsky, 
Mr. I. Solomonsky, Mr. L. Stern and daughter, Miss Fannie, 
Mrs. Hurst, Mr. and Mrs. F. Jacobs, all of Norfolk; Mr. and 
Mrs. Louis Selig and sons, of Elizabeth City, N.C.; Dr. and Mrs. 
S.R. Cohn, of Norfolk; Miss Freda Bottigheimer, Hiss Hortence 
Bottigheimer, Misses Josie and Stella Cohen, Miss Hattie 
Hottigheimer and Will Joel of Richmond; Mr. and Mrs. 
Goldsmith of Baltimore, Md.; Miss Essie Lehman and Mr. J. N. 
Lehman, Buena Vista, Va.; Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Jones, Jr., Mr. 
and Mrs.R.H. Morgan, Rev. and Mrs. L. E. Barton, Mrs. Henley 
Parker, Dr. R. E. Parker and others. 


The presents were handsome, among which was a large 
collection of cut glass and silver. A very substantial and not to be 
despised gift, was a check from Mr. N. Lehman for one thousand 
dollars. The happy couple left for Norfolk over the Southern 
Railway, where they sailed for Baltimore, New York, Atlantic City 
and other northern cities. Their future home will be in Norfolk where 
the groom is engaged in a successful business enterprise. 


After the ceremony an elaborate luncheon was served to the 
bridal party and guests who were present. 


This article was contributed by Frank Sheffer 
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SUFFOLK’S FIRST PUBLIC LIBRARY 


While there had been interest in a public library for many 
years, it did not become a reality until the Woman’s Club found 
a home. On Armistice Day, November 11, 1926, the library 
opened in the old Lehman House which had become the Woman’s 
Club building. 


The facility opened with about five hundred donated books. 
It was staffed by volunteers. Two very faithful ones were Mrs. 
R. H. Riddick and Miss Sue Riddick (Miss Sue’s home on Pinner 
Street is open for this year’s tour.) At first the library was open 
only two hours on two days and one evening each week. 


With donations of both books and money, the library grew. 
Soon the Woman’s Club made a one-story addition to the buildmng 
to house the growing library. In 1940 the first part-time worker, 
Mrs. Irene Urquhart, was hired through the Works Progress 
Administration and in 1941, the W.P.A. provided for the first 
full-time librarian, Mrs. Ivey Hethomn. Volunteers continued to 
help as well. 


In 1959, Miss Lizzie Morgan’s bequest to the City of Suffolk 
provided funds for the construction of a new library in memory 
of her parents, Dr. and Mrs. Henry Morgan. The library was 
constructed on the corner of Bosley Avenue and Cittings Street 
in the West End. In 1986 the library, having outgrown that 


building, moved to the building that had formerly been Hill 


Fumiture Company on West Washington Street where it remains 
today. 
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THE U.S.O. IN SUFFOLK 
On January 18, 1942, the Suffolk Woman’s Club heldthe formal 
opening of the Open House maintained by the Club for Service 
Men. These were held every Sunday until the end of the war. 


While Norfolk was much more accessible to the men (mostly 
sailors) many of them preferred the wholesome entertamment 
offered in Suffolk. Some had cars but others took the bus or 
train to Suffolk for the Saturday night dances at the Elks Club - 
at that time in what had previously been Col. E. E. Holland’s 
house on Bank Street (see our last newsletter). These well- 
chaperoned dances, at which no alcohol was allowed, along 
with the Sunday open houses, were the only approved places 
for young ladies to meet service men. 


Sometimes families would invite one or two young men home 
for the night or they might come to town in time for church and 
be invited home with various families for Sunday dinner. The 
Sunday afternoon open house at the Woman’s Club offered all 
kinds of board and card games -no gambling, though - with the 
various churches taking tums providing refreshments and 
chaperones. Boys might spend the time writing home or they 
might be given a few phone minutes by the sponsoring group. 





Candlelight Tour Notes 
The Suffolk-Nansemond Historical Society will sponsor its 
22nd Annual Candlelight Tour on Sunday, December 6,1998 
from 1:00 until 6:00 p.m The location of the tour will be Pinner 
and Bank Streets which is known as Olde Towne Suffolk. This 
area of Suffolk is listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places and is rich in the early history of Suffolk. 


There are four houses open this year and one church. The 
houses to be opened are 231 Pinner St., owned by Mr. and Mrs. 
Allyn Brown, 234 Pinner St., owned by Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
Wallace, 221 Pinner St., owned by Mr. and Mrs. George 
Morrison, and 223 Bank St. owned by Christopher Conrad and 
Michelle Swing. Trinity Christian Church at 128 Bank St. will 
also be open. 


The Suffolk Woman’s Club is playing a large part in this 
year’s tour. Because 223 Bank St. served as the home of the 
Suffolk Woman’s Club, we thought it would be appropriate for 
them to serve as hostesses and also to do the decorations. They 
most graciously accepted these jobs, and we look forward to 
having them share the history of their club while showing this 
beautiful home. As always they will be selling their brass 
Christmas omaments which are images of significant structures 
in Suffolk. The building chosen for this year’s omament is the 
old courthouse. This is a great time to start your Christmas 
shopping and support the Woman’s Club. This group has been 
most generous to the Historical Society. Each year they send 
our group a substantial donation which is really appreciated. 
We are happy to have them take such an active part in this 
year’s tour. 


Already we have many volunteers working to make this 
year’s tour a success. Sue Woodward and Betsy Brothers were 
in charge of procuring the homes to be open. Dana Adams was 
responsible for the brochure, and she and Betsy are working on 
the publicity. Myrtle Ann Mountcastle is hostess chairman, 
and Wendy Hill is responsible for parking which will be 
convenient and ample. Sharon Flintoff, president of the Suffolk 
Area Council of Garden clubs has arranged for several clubs to 
be responsible for the decorations. The clubs that will be 
participating are Lake Kilby, Lakeview Heights, Laurel, Village 
and Pitchkettle Point. The Olde Towne Suffolk Civic League 
will also pariticipate by lighting the streets with luminaries. Sylvia 
Pond is our ticket chairman this year. We will be preselling tickets 
at a cost of $10.00. They will be $12.00 on the day of the tour, 
and a single home ticket will be $5.00. Tickets will be sold at 
The Willows, Baskets by Design, Holmes Ltd. and Riddick’s 
Folly. GET YOUR TICKETS EARLY! 


This promises to be another successful tour, however only 
through the work of many volunteers can this success be 
realized. If you would like to help in any way, please call 
Barbara McPhail at 539-1131. 


Revised Project Schedule Train Station 


October 1998 
Continued Schematic Design concentrating on 
Building Material Research 
October 12  - Schematic Design Presentation 
October 30  - Schematic Design Packages submitted 
- Submit initial documents to VDOT 
- Final Title Sheet for signatures 
- Progress set of plans 
(schematic design set) 
- Preliminary Specifications 8 week review 
period by VDOT 
November 1998 


- Finish Design Documents (Design, Development, and 
Construction Documents) 


December 1998 

- Submit Final Documents 

- 45 day review period by Virginia Department of Historic 
Resources 


Jan 1999 
January | - VDOT review complete permission to bid 


January 15  - VDHR review complete 
- Advertise for bids 


February 1999 
Bidding period 


Week of February 15,1999 -Receive bids 


March 1999 
Award Construction Contract 


April 1999 
BEGIN CONSTRUCTION - ESTIMATE 6-8 MONTHS FOR 
CONSTRUCTION 


October 1999 
CONSTRUCTION SUBSTANTIALLY COMPLETE 
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Letter from the 
President 


Dear Members, 





I continue to be amazed at all the projects and plans 
that are constantly coming from this group. There is always 
a letter to write, a meeting to attend or a phone cail to make. 
The Historical Society is an active group of concemed people 
who are getting things done. It is so gratifying to drive 
downtown and see the benches, lights, clock, people and of 
course the beautiful mural. How wonderful it is to watch 
people stop to admire the Old City Market which once again 
occupies its rightful place in our town. Chip Wilkinson came 
back to his home town and left a part of himself that hopefully 
will be enjoyed by many for decades to come. Betsy Brothers 
had the idea for the mural and with the help of G.S. Hobbs, 
the city and donations from the community we were able to 
make her dream a reality. Of course, it doesn’t stop there. 
Now everyone wants the whole wall painted with other 
treasured buildings that are no longer with us. Although it is 
sad that so much has been lost, it is wonderful to see a new 
appreciation and respect for preservation. Hopefully, we have 
learned our lesson and the future will find us more thoughtful 
about saving things that cannot be replaced. 


As we approach the holidays and the new year, many 
of you will be busy helping with the Candlelight Tour and 
working on projects that are ongoing. Fan Panton worked 
during the summer to prepare the 1999 calendar which is 
now on sale. Our Train Station project is rolling along, and 
by spring the work will have begun. Betsy was chosen to be 
the Chairperson for the Suffolk High School Task Force. I 
had the opportunity to tour the building and was pleased to 
see that things haven’t changed much and Ray Gindroz says 
it is a great building that should be restored to its former 
glory. The auditorium sits patiently waiting to be filled again 
with people enjoying themselves in the heart of downtown 
Suffolk. The property company is negotiating with the city 
to buy it’s first houses adjacent to the Station. This will be a 
challenging endeavor, and we will need lots ofhelp in repairing 
and then marketing and selling our first properties. We are 
planning our March meeting and thinking about Preservation 
Week in May. 


It is an exciting time to be involved in the Historical 
Society. There is so much work to be done and something for 
everyone to do. Thank you for your continued support. We 
are making a lot of progress as a proactive, community minded 
organization. 


Barbara MeFhail 


SNHS Officers 
1998-2000 

President 
Barbara Meru 2). ee ts eis Ss: 539-1131 
1st Vice-President 
LAT ELOL EEL Sak, AA ORES Dg lore PE ee 934-1248 
2nd Vice-President 
TEMPE TIEIO Ts 1S 0) Se ear ae 539-4797 
Historian 
NIG ERAT ns a els HES 539-3055 
Corresponding Secretary 
Mary Lawrence Harrell..0. v6. 3 nce sig 539-4796 
Recording Secretary 
LA OPISOLIO estes cosa eas & AER ea 539-4244 
Treasurer 
BET NOE Caney ices Prades a AV ak ie 539-2131 
Assistant Treasurer 
Myrtle Ann Mountcastle ..... 2.2... eee 539-2583 
Past President 
BEISD FOUTS o icicivin exra se ad + no's ee 539-6312 


From the Treasurer: 

We have recently had our books audited by an outside auditor 
who found everything to be in great shape. We hope spending 
forthe Train Station will begin soon! If your firm or company 
provides matching funds to charitable organizations, please 
remember the Historical Society. 


Syloia Fond 


THE VIRGINIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY, 

the Mount Vernon Ladies’ Association, and W&L University 
are sponsoring George Washington: The Man Behind the Myths, 
Feb. 22, 1999 through Oct. 3, 1999. This will be the largest 
collection of George Washington mementos ever assembled to 
study his major military and political accomplishment in anew 
way, and thereby to encourage visitors to reconsider what they 
believe to be true about the “father ofhis country.” The exhibition 
will premiere at the Virginia Historical Society on February 22 
1999. VHS, The Museum of Virginia History, 428 N. Boulevard, 
Richmond, VA, www.vahistorical.org (804)358-4901 


FOLLY BALL - Mark your calendar for February 20, 1999 
for the Folly Ball to benefit Suffolk’s 1837 historical house 
museum. The location for the Ball will be at Cedar Point Country 
Club. 


CELEBRATING MAIN STREET AND 
THE NEW MURAL 


I spend entirely too much time riding down Main Street these 
days. No longer do I hurry through downtown - I poke along in 
amazement. The newly renovated home of Pat and Dave Snyder 
looks proud and beautiful. The new trees, banners, benches, 
lights, clock, brick crosswalks and even the trash receptacles 
are a visual delight. Bank Street displays its long covered bricks 
once again. 


As you pass the new Courthouse, the newest Main Street 
treat comes into view. Suffolk native and artist, Chip Wilkinson 
of Wall Murals, has created a downtown treasure. This mural 
of the city hall and market evokes wonderful memories of days 


long ago. 





The SNHS is greatly indebted to Chip Wilkinson, the City of 
Suffolk, the Pruden Foundation, Birdsong Trust, Downtown 
Suffolk Association and other members and friends ofthe Society. 
Also, to G.S. Hobbs who had his building painted and allowed 
the mural to become a reality. 


Thank you one and all! 
Betsy Brothers 


on can 1 Bnd 6 out more itog the old i 
‘ hoes: and market i ina. » Suffolk Historical : : 


2 oe and Market, 1891-1962. 
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NATIONAL REGISTER DESIGNATION 


Last year the City of Suffolk, in conjunction with the 
Historical Society, applied for an extension of the National 
Register District for North Main Street from the CSX Train 
Station to the Courthouse. We have recently received word that 
the application was approved, and the designated area has been 
placed on the Virginia Landmarks Register and will be submitted 
to the Parks Service for placement on the National Register. 
Usually this is just a formality and the area will automatically 
be placed on the National Register. 


It is an honor to own property, or be a part of a district 
that is listed on these registers because your property has 
been identified as a lasting example of our state and nation’s 
past! This designation brings no restrictions to your property. 
Rather, there are benefits to being listed on the registers. For 
example, income-producing properties, such as museums, 
businesses and rental properties, may qualify for federal 
rehabilitation tax credits. Non-income producing properties, 
such as private homes, can be eligible for state rehabilitation 
tax credits. This means that if you want to fix up your property, 
you may qualify for a tax break on the money you spend on 
the renovation. The Virginia Department of Historic 
Resources also has grants for threatened properties, or those 
in danger of being torn down. 


There are other neighborhoods and streets that should be 
placed on the Register. This is an ongoing process that involves 
our group and city staff. You can obtain information from 
the City of Suffolk Planning Department about which 
neighborhoods are already listed. 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH AND 
AGUDATH ACHIM 


The period after the War Between the States saw an influx 
of families from northern and midwestern states to Suffolk 
and Nansemond County. With this new population came a 
growing interest in the Presbyterian denomination. 


The Presbyterian Church was organized in Suffolk in 
1876. When the congregation began to consider building a 
church, Col. Thomas W. Smith of Franklin Street gave one 
silver dollar to start the building fund. (It was Col. Smith 
who gave the Confederate Monument in Cedar Hill Cemetery.) 


The first church was constructed on Bank Street around 
1883. When that building became too small - around 1903 - 
it was moved to the rear of the lot and a large new building 
was constnicted in front. Col. John B. Pinner was chairman 
of the building committee. 







nr kha na 


Sec 


ae 
a= 
- 


The church continued to grow. In 1922 the church and the 
manse next door were sold to Agudath Achim Congregation for 
use as Suffolk’s first (and, to date, only) synagogue. That 
congregation used this facility for worship until the early 1990s 
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yterian Church was built in 1924 on the 
comer of Bank and Franklin Streets (photo above). 


The handsome brick colonial revival structure served the 
original congregation until 1964. At that time the building 
was sold to the then newly organized Trinity Christian Church 
which still occupies the building today. The Trinity 
Congregation will kindly open its doors for this year's 
Candlelight Tour. 


Suffolk Presbyterian Church dedicated a new, larger 
building on the corner of North Broad Street and Constance 
Road in 1967. Westminster Presbyterian Church was 
organized in 1969 and dedicated its sanctuary on East 
Constance Road in 1974. 





The goal is $22,000. Help the Tom Smith Camp, Sons of the 
Confederacy #1702 maintain this unique piece of history and 
the dream of one man to honor his comrades. The unveiling 
of the monument in November 1889 was the largest 
celebration Suffolk and Nansemond County had ever known. 
This beautiful Civil War monument is on Virginia’s Civil 
War Trail. 


“To these sacred and inspiring objects we should extend the 

fullest measure of our love and protection. We should guard 
them with the tender care with which a mother watches over 
her child. We must see that they are transmitted to our 
descendents as object lessons, which will inspire them with 
a reverence for the past and excite in them a determination 
to emulate the courage, patriotism and devotion to duty of 
those who have gone before.” Colonel J. A. Chalaron, 
Washington Artillery 1891 


Please make checks payable to: 
Cedar Hill Monument Fund c/o 
Bank of Suffolk 

101 E. Washington Street 
Suffolk, VA 23434 


The U.S.O. in Suffolk (continued from page 2) 


Miss Anna Goode Tumer and her family often entertamed 
the young men for Sunday dinner and sometimes overnight. They 
kept in touch with many of the men for years. In fact, Miss 
Tumer still receives a Christmas card each year from one of 
them. When sugar and butter were hard to come by during the 
war, a mother from California sent ration stamps to Mrs. Turner 
and the other women in Suffolk who were baking for the boys. 


Miss Turner recalls one boy who was in the Naval Hospital 
in Portsmouth. He was so despondent that the hospital personnel 
arranged for him to be brought to Suffolk by ambulance to have 
Sunday dinner with the Tumers and spend the day. He returned 
to the hospital in much better spirits. 


NOTE: See photograph of the Suffolk U.S.O. on back cover of this 
issue. This photograph will also appear in the 1999 SNHS calendar. 
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SUFFOLK HIGH SCHOOL TASK FORCE 
by Betsy Brothers 


SUFFOLK , VAL 
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Suffolk forever, her fame shall never die, fi ght for her 
colors, we’ll raise them to the sky. Each loyal son pledges her 
his heart and hand, for her united we as brothers stand.. 
SHS Song 


Mayor Dana Dickens has appointed a task force to develop 
plans for the adaptive reuse and renovation of Suffolk High 
School. It is an honor to chair this committee. Other committee 
members are: Dr. George Bamett, George Consolvo, John 
Harrell, Sharon Harris, G.S. Hobbs, Albert Jones, Gail Ferguson 
Pruden and Bennie Speight. 


Our second meeting was held October 28th and it was a 
productive brain-storming affair that resulted in many ideas for 
usage. Everyone agreed that the auditorium is a major asset and 
can be used for a variety of functions. John Harrell suggested a 
creative idea to provide a large space to hold receptions, banquets, 
etc., along with a kitchen that could support such a usage. 


Moving the Suffolk Schools Administrative Offices to SHS 
has often been a top priority and perhaps a “Schools’ Museum” 
which could serve as a repository for collective memorabilia for 
the city’s and old Nansemond County’s schools (many no longer 
exist). Other ideas were moving the Suffolk Museum there to 
allow for growth and provide areas for teaching different art 
mediums and moving the Senior Citizens Center there. The 
basement could be used as a performing arts studio, for 
gymnastics or as a fitness center. With more people working 
downtown, perhaps there is a need for another daycare center. 
There are many other ideas, and we have just begun this arduous 
task to determine the best usage for the approximately 51,5000 
square feet in this splendid, structurally sound building. 


The city has set aside $600,000 for the project in its current 
Capital Improvements Plan, and it is recommending $3 million 
for the project in the CIP for fiscal year 2000-2001. Council 
must approve the plan and the funding. This task force hopes 
to develop an awesome plan that will tum this beloved 
boarded-up building into a civic-center full of action. 


Is this exciting — or what!! 


Step on the starter, crank that lizzie, come on Suffolk, knock ‘um 
dizzie! 

SHS Cheer 

& 





Congratulations Governor Godwin! 


The fourth Annual Marion Joyner Watson Award honored 
past Govemor Mills E. Godwin, Jr. The event was held at 
Riddick’s Folly on November 7, 1998 and was hosted by the 
Tom Smith Camp, Sons of the Confederacy #1702. 





SUFFOLK NATIVE JUSTICE LEWIS POWELL 
DIES IN RICHMOND 


The following was excerpted from THE NEW YORK TIMES of 
Wednesday, August 26, 1998. 


Lewis Franklin Powell, Jr., 2 
the Supreme Court Justice “who | _— 
brought a voice of moderation = 
and Civility to an increasingly © 
polarized Court during his 15- — 
year tenure” died on Tuesday, “= 
August 25 at his home in — 
Richmond. as & 


“Tfin his professional career «7. 
Lewis Powell seemed to ~; 
epitomize the legal establish- = 
ment, his courtly demeanor and 3 gt 
soft Tidewater drawl made him ¥ < A 
the image of the classic Southem - ee 
gentleman. Alene SR iia sae waseeviring tha hs ie 
often appeared to melt into the background. In crepe-soled shoes, 
he strolled the Court’s corridors and grounds unrecognized by 
tourists. 





His questions from the bench during oral argument were 
few and were posed in a voice barely above a whisper. But they 
were precise and potentially devastating to the argument of the 
lawyer who did not have the answer. His soft manner did not 
hide the quick and tough mind that had served him both as a 
lawyer and as head of the Richmond School board in the 1950’s, 
a troubled decade during which he argued successfully against 
the “massive resistance” campaign that some white city leaders 
advocated in defiance of the Supreme Court’s desegregation 
mandates. 


According to his biographer, Prof. John C. Jeffries, Jr. of 
the University of Virginia Law School, a buming ambition and 
desire to excel drove Mr. Powell as a young lawyer into positions 
of leadership in his law firm, his profession and his community; 
an ability to win the confidence of clients and porat atee made 
his success possible. 


Lewis Franklin Powell, Jr. was born in Suffolk, Va. on Sept. 
19, 1907, into a family with deep roots in the region. One of his 
father’s relatives, although not a direct ancestor, was Nathaniel 
Powell, one of the original Jamestown settlers and for a time the 
colony’s acting govemor. Justice Powell’s mother, Mary Lewis 
Gwathmey, was raised on a Virginia plantation by an uncle who 
had accompanied Gen. Robert E. Lee to the surrender of the 
Confederate forces at Appomattox. 


The family’s proud history was no guarantee of lasting 
prosperity. Mr. Powell’s father, raised on a modest farm with 
little formal education, finally achieved a hard-won financial 


security as manager of a Richmond company that manufactured 
boxes and furniture. 


Lewis Jr. was the oldest of four children. Growing up in a 
near-rural area of Richmond known as Forest Hill, he attended 
a local private academy that aimed at preparing boys for the 
University of Virginia. But he engaged in a gentle form of 
rebellion and struck out instead for Washington and Lee 
University in Lexington, Va., where he achieved both academic 
and social success and began to expand his horizons. 


As president of the student body, he attended a student 
leadership conference in California and met Edward R. Murrow, 
a student leader from the state of Washington. The young 
Southemer and the future television journalist became close 
friends, traveling together in Europe after a student conference 
in Brussels in 1930 and visiting together again in London during 
World War II. 


Mr. Powell was elected to Phi Beta Kappa and received his 
undergraduate degree in 1929 with a major in commerce. By 
counting some undergraduate courses toward a law degree, he 
was able to graduate two years later from Washington and Lee’s 
law school, where he was first in his class. Throughout his life, 
he kept strong ties to Washington and Lee, to which he gave his 
personal and Supreme Court papers, now housed in the Lewis 
F. Powell Jr. Archives on the campus in Lexington. 


After law school, Mr. Powell tumed down an offer from 
a prestigious Wall Street law firm to return to Richmond. 
Most of his career as a lawyer was with the firm now known 
as Hunton & Williams. Justice Powell was already one of 
the country’s most prominent corporate lawyers when 
President Nixon nominated him to theCourt in 1972 when 


he was 64 years old. 
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Old Nansemond Notes 


UNUSUAL BARN PRESERVED FOR POSTERITY 
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Why not take a beautiful Fall ride on Everets Road and 
see the newly restored c1830-1850’s bam near Everets? It is 
located on the Minton farm owned since 1948 by the Kirk 
family. The Minton’s were the ancestors of the late Judge 
George Franklin Whitley. Lynn Rose and her brother, Bruce 
Kirk, have followed through on their family’s long desire to 
stop the slow decline of this local landmark. Circular sawn 
lumber and hand made pegs were used where ever possible. 
Hand carved interlocking jomts were duplicated when needed. 
Foundation work will be completed soon. A nearby early corm 
crib also received repairs. 


The bam was included in a late 1980’s Frazier and Associates 
study of Virginia outbuildings. They concluded that it was 
the only “hip-on-hip” style bam still in existence in the state. 
Horse stalls are located on two sides of a center room. An 
overhang was for storage of various pieces of farm equipment. 
An open loft allowed for the storage of hay. 

Photo and information supplied by Lynn Kirk Rose 


A LANDMARK LEAVES US 





For about two hundred years this wonderful old house 
has been a landmark in the big curve on Hwy. 13 south of 
Whaleyville. Many travelers will remember the row of 


Lombardy poplars that ran along its north side and the large 
spruce that was in front. The house has been associated in 
this century with the Lee, Carter, Parker and Riddick families. 
The owners have recently demolished the house after 
determining that termite damage had rendered it beyond repair. 
Photo and information supplied by Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Riddick 
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This picture of JE. West (later to be Lt. Governor West) greeting William 
Jennings Bryan in Driver was supplied by Col. West’s grandson, Henry 
Frazier. 


CROSSROADS VILLAGE RICH IN 
HISTORY 
Excerpt from October 25 SUFFOLK SUN 


The Nansemond Indians were the first inhabitants of the 
Driver area. Early in the 18th century, when the English 
settlers arrived, Driver, then called Persimmon Orchard, was 
only a scattering of houses in the curve in the road between 
Suffolk and Portsmouth. 


When the railroad arrived in the 1850s, the tracks ran 
right through the farm of Elliot Driver and the local train 
station became known as Driver Station. Elliot Driver was 
also a shopkeeper. He moved his store from Sleepy Hole to 
Driver, where a post office station was also established. Soon 
a small town grew up around the crossroads. Local farmers 
would gather in the small village to hear the latest farm market 
news via the Western Union telegraph. Into the 1920s, more 
stores were built on the crossroads, many of which still house 
local businesses. . 


George Washington passed through the village several 
times, as did Lord Comwallis on his way to Yorktown. Both 
Union and Confederate troops camped there during the Civil 
War. In 1913, William Jennings Bryan, secretary of state, 
spoke in Driver. 


Recently, Driver’s population has blossomed with the 
addition of several new housing developments, but the crossroads 
village remains much the same as it has been for past decades. 


From the notes of local historian William Wellington Jones 
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The picture above was taken at the Woman’s Club building at Open House on March 21, 1943, Mrs. Z. Turner’s birthday. “Ma ; Turner, 
as the boys called her, didn’t want birthday gifts for herself but gave each service man telephone minutes that day. Mrs Turner is seated 
center. Miss Anna Goode Turner is beside her. Mr. Z. Turner is to Miss Turner ’s right. In front of Mr.Z’s right shoulder is Mrs. G. 
Lloyd Bell looking at Mr. Bell(seated). Hilda Harrell is standing in a chair at the rear. Over Miss Turner’s left shoulder is Hilda 
Washington and to her left is Margret Rush. Standing under the portrait are (left to right) Mrs. Grant, Mrs. Wyatt and Mrs. Harvell. 
Seated at the Chinese checker board is Julia Van Landingham (wearing a large white collar) who met her future husband, Warren Wolf, 
at one of these entertainments. Thanks to Miss Anna Goode Turner (See article inside for more on the USO in Suffolk, page 2) 
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